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2 CuRON. IX. 7. 


Happy are thy Men, and happy are theſe thy 
Wo — which ſtand contmually before 
thee, and hear thy Wiſdom. 


HES E are the Words of the 


Qucen of Sheba, whom the Fame 
of King Solomon's Wiſdom had 
brought from the uttermoſt Parts 
oe Earth to Jeruſalem, to ſound 
SSR the Depth, and try the Compaſs 
of his Knowledge, by propounding a Variety of 
difficult Queſtions to him : The Dexterity and 
Clearneſs of his Solutions did fo convince her of 
tlie Strength and Penetration of his vaſt Genius, 
that ſhe confeſs'd, that even Fame it ſelf, which 
uſually exaggerates, had fallen very ſhort of its 
juſt Character. The Magnificence of his Houſe, 
the Splendor and Oeconomy of his Houſhold, and 
above all, the Wiſdom and Juſtice of his Admini- 
ſtration, did ſo vaſtly exceed the Report of Fame, 
that ſhe almoſt fainted away with Admiration 
and Surpriſe ; There was no more Spirit in her, ſays 
the inſpired Writer, in ver, 4. of this Chapter : 
But as ſhe recovers from her Surpriſe, ſhe gives 
vent to her Admiration in the Words of the Text, 
Happy are thy Men, and happy theſe thy Servants, 
which ſtand continually before thee, and hear thy Wiſ- 
dom. 1 Then, 
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Then, having in her Mind traced their Hap- 
pineſs up to its original Source, ſhe praiſeth GOD, 
in a holy Tranſport, (in the Verſe after the Heæt) 
adoring he infinite Wiſdom of his Providegce in 
making Choice of ſo wiſe and juſt a Prince for 
his Vicegerent, and admiring his great Goodneſs to 
his People [jrael, in giving them ſo convincing a 
Proof of his Love, ſo pregnant an Aſſurance of 
their laſting Eſtabliſhment ; which is the Sum 
and Subſtance of the Happineſs mentioned in the 
Text: A Happineſs ! ſo exactly reſembling that 
whereof GOD was graciouſly pleaſed to put theſe 
Nations in poſſeſſion, as on this Day, by the ſafe 


Arrival of our Lawful and Rightful Sovereign King 


GEORGE; from whoſe Experience and Equity in 
the Adminiſtration of Government (ſo fam'd 
throughout the Empire and all Europe) we may 
promiſe our ſelves all the Advantages that are fit 
for Subjects; as we may, from his known Wiſ- 


dom and Zeal for the Proteſtant Cauſe in general, 


and the hearty Concern he has already ſhown for 
the Honour and Intereſt of our Excellent Efta- 
Bliſb'd Church in particular, all the Security of our 
Religious Rights and Privileges which can be de- 
ſired by Chriſtians : So unſpeakable a Bleſſin 
this ! that if we remain capable of being ee 
ful of it, or of neglecting to bleſs GOD for it, 
I dare be bold to ſay, that the Jews are not the 
only Nation againſt whom the Queen of the South 
ſpall riſe up in the Judgment. 

But ſure we are too ſenſible of our preſent 
Happineſs, and of the Goodneſs of GOD from 
which we derive it, to be capable of ſuch black 
Ingratitude ; at leaſt J perſwade my ſelf we * 

* © 
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be ſo, if we view the Happineſs of a Nation un- 
der the Adminiſtration of a wiſe and jſt King in 
the ſame Light the Queen of Sheba did; and 
conſider, .. | | WE 


I, That ſuch a King is the Gift of GOD, and 


His Miniſter for the Nation's Good. | 

II. That ſuch a Gift is a Toten of GOD's Love 
to a People 8 His Name. 

III. That it is a Pledge, whereby GOD is plea- 
ſed to aſſure a Nation of His gracious Deliga 70 
eſtabliſh them for ever. And, 

IV. That the Servants and Attendants of ſuch 
a King enjoy much greater Privileges, more 
waluable Advantages, under his Adminiſtration than 
it's poſſible they ſhould under any other. 


The Queen of Sheba was forced to undergo the 
Fatigues of a long and tedious Journey, in order 
to find a People happy in all theſe Particalars : 
But, bleſſed be GOD ! we have no neeed to vi- 
ſit diſtant Nations on that Account, being bleſsd 
with a wiſe and j«ff King of our own, who well 
deſerves to be addre(sd in the Words of the Text, 
Happy are thy Men, and happy theſe thy Servants, &c. 

Let us now take a diſtinct View of our Ha 
pineſs, with relation to the Firſt of theſe Parti- 
culars, by conſidering. | | 

I. That our King 1s the Gift of GOD, and 
veſted with His Authority; His Miniſter for our 
Good. | 

All Kings and other ſupreme Powers (of 'what 
Form ſoever) are doubtleſs ordain'd by GOD, in 
the ordinary Courſe of His Providence: But to 
have a wiſe and jaſt Prince at the Helm of Affairs 

is 
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s a ſpecial Favour which GOD does not grant to 
every Nation, and therefore does not always be- 
ftow it in the ordinary way. | 

If the Hereditary Right of Princes, according to 
Primogenitare, had been as Divine and indefeaſible as 
the Enemies to GREAT BRITAIN's Happineſs 
would bear us in hand, the Children of Iſrael 
had never enjoy'd the Bleſſing of King Solomon's 
Reign: We know that there was a Pretender to 
his Crown, whom Solomon himſelf own'd to be 
his (i) e/der Brother; a Prince, who wanting thoſe 

eat and eminent Qualifications which are neceſ- 
ary to the Diſcharge of the high and important 
Office to which he had the Vanity to aſpire, had 
made himſelf popular upon the Reputation of 
being a very () fine Gentleman; which uſually 
takes with the giddy Multitude, who judge only 
by the outward Appearance: But tho? his Preten- 
ſions were ſupported by the join d Intereſts of a 
perfidious (c) Captain General, who thought him- 
ſelf {tire of finding his Account in the Succeſs ; 
and of a perfidious (4) Prieſt, who knew how to 
make the plauſible Pretence of his Birthright paſs 
upon the ignorant People, and had the Craft to 
draw all the' other Princes of the Blood into a 
Conſpiracy to pat him out whom GOD would exalt : 
And tho' they had the Addreſs not only to 
proclaim the deſpicable Uſarper King, but even 
to put him in actual (e) Poſſeſſion of the Throne; 
yet GOD, who delighted in a Prince whom He 
had qualified for that important Truſt, blaſted all 


2 Kings i 22. (b) 1 Kings 1.6. (c) Ibid. v. 7. 
len. 
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their - well-concerted Treaſon, and (a) ſet Solos 
mon on his Throne to be Ring for the LORD 
his GOD. And was not this a ſpecial Favour of 
the Divine Providence to the Fewsſþ Nation? 
Does it not well deſerve to be called the Gift 
of GOD? TIN 8 

The Treaſonable Conſpiracies and Attempts to 
deprive us of the great Bleſſing whereof GOD 
was pleaſed to put us in Poſſeſſion, as on this Day, 
by the /afe Arrival of our moſt gracious Save» 
reign, has been, if not ſo wiſely .concerted, yet 
certainly more ſtrongly ſupported, more vigo- 
rouſly purſued, than that againſt Solamp#'s Succeſs 
ſion in the Throne of 1ſrael. | 1%, 4278 

The Pretender to this Crown has had the Ad- 
vantage of being ſupported by a. Prince who 
was formidable to all his Neighbours, and once 
ſo rich and powerful as to think of changing the 
Title of Great for that of Univerſal Monarch. 
Then, he was ſure, upon occaſion, to be aſſiſted 
by a n Prelate, who has long ſince actual- 
ly aſſum'd an Upiverſal Character, who would 
{pare no Pains or Coſt to bring theſe Nations 
once again under the intollerable Yoke of his 
Antichriſtian Tyranny; which he can never hope 
to do, but by Means of that contemptible Out-lam. 

Beſides theſe Supports from Abroad, he has had 
Hopes from a mad Faction here at Home, who: 
are ſo deſperately in Love with the pretty young 
Gentleman, and fo intoxicated with the chimeri- 
cal Doctrine of indefeaſible Hereditary Right, that 
tis not eaſy to perſuade 'em to live quietly in 


(a) Verſe after the Text. 
the 
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the Poſſeſſion of their Honours, their Eſtates, 
and their Lives, when once the Upſtart Iaol is 
pleaſed to intimate that he has no more Wit than 
to fancy they'll do him ſervice by abandoning 
them. *Twas this ſanguine Fact iion's appearing 
in Seditions Riots and Rebellious Tamults, to the 
manifeſt Hazard of their little All, and with the 
actual Loſs of ſome of their Lives, which may 
one Day be required at the Hands of thoſe who 
were wicked enough to encourage and aſſiſt the 
deluded Ignorants behind the Curtain, tho? they 
had more Wit and leſs Courage, than openly to 
join *em ; I ſay, *twas their mad Knight-Erran- 
try at home, which OUTS the Pretender to 
meditate a ſecond Invaſion from abroad. 
In King GeokGx's peaceable Acceſſion to the 
Throne, he ſaw his moſt hopeful Project baffled 
by Heaven: A Project, laid in Perfidy and the 
blackeſt Treaſon! and carried on by Perſons 
chere at home) whom the Indulgence of their 
Prince had rais'd to a Condition of ſullying the 
Glories of her Reign; of proſtituting the Honour 
of her Crown, and the Dignity of her Perſon; 
of putting a ſtop to the Victories which her con- 
ſummate General, at the Head of a powerful 
Confederate Army, was ſucceſsfully purſuing, by 
procuring the Diſgrace of that excellent Com- 
mander, to make way for the fatal Ceſſation of 
Arms, which ſoon after enſued ; of violating the 
many Treaties whereby ſhe ſtood engag'd, and 
the repeated Aſſurances, given by their Mouths, 
of her continu'd Reſolution, to ſupport and de- 
fend the common Intereſts of the Grand Alliance ; 
and of baſely betraying the deareſt Intereſts _ 
| "= 
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of rhe | by their” perudo 
Counſels and treacherous” Practices: All which 


they were grateleſs enough. to do for the fake of 
their darling Tpoſfor, who would doubtleſs have 
Toon had it in his Power to reward ſuch” ſignal 


Services, had not the ſpecial Providence of GOD 


fignally interpoſed in our Favour, at the moſt 


Critical JunEure: , . eee 
And how vilibly did the Divine Providence ap- 
pear again in our behalf, when after this Diſap- 


\ 


| 2 he came to a Reſolution of trying the 
Succeſs of an Juvaſion in ſpight of His Genius, 


which ſeems not to be forin'd for great Eiiterpri- 


zes; ſo that it's likely he had never enter'd upon 


this Deſign, if he had not been ſpitited up'to it 
by the Riorous Faction here, and probably by the 
Advice of certain diſmantled Noblemen abroad, 
who, having been Chieftains in the former Con- 
ſpiracy, have abditated their Country to ſave their 
Lives, at the Expence of their Honours and their 
Eſtates! For before the teeming Miſchief could 
come to its Perfection, .G OD defeated the raſh 
Counſel of theſe inconſiderate Achitophels, by de- 
priving their young Maſter of that Right Hand 
at which it was blaſphemouſly ſaid he ſhould 
ſit, til his Enemies were made his _ And 
now he has an opportunity of boaſting again, 
whenever he publiſhes a new Declaration, that 
the Miſcattiage of this intended Expedition can- 
not be imputed to him, as he did in his former, 
with reſpect to that into Scotland; tho? I can 
ſcarce believe he will do either, fince he has juft 
now the Mortificatioa to ſee the laſt n 
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his Friends in that Kingdom, to revive his expi- 
ring Cauſe by a late Attempt. to ſurprize the 
Arſenal of its Metropolis, prove equally abortive. . 
But let us, my Brethren, lift up.our Hearts to 
GOD in humble Adoration of the infinite Wiſ- 
dom of His good Providence, and in grateful Ac- 
knowledgments of the Wonders of His Mercy 
to us, in giving us a King in whom He delight- 
ed, to make him His Vicegerent, and inhanceing 
the Value of ſo rich a Preſent by theſe happy 
Tokens of His gracious Intentions to eſtabliſh us 
for ever in the Poſſeſſion of this Happineſs: And 
methinks, his Majeſty's Wiſdom, Clemency and 
Juſtice, in the diſcharge of that great and awe- 
ful Truſt, fo largely experiencd by his former 
happy Subjects, and already fo viſible to us, cannot 
to make us delight in him too, unleſs it were poſ- 
ſible for us to have fo far abandon'd all ſenſe of 
our own Happinels, as to become either ſtupid 
enough not to diſcern the Goodneſs of GOD in 
his Advancement to the Throne, or ſo monſtrouſly 
wicked as to turn Enemies to our happy Conſti- 
tation, in Church and State, which could by no 

other Means have been ſecured to us. 
Let us conſider, that the great End of Go 
vernment is the Good of the People who are the 
Subjects of it: St. Paul ſays it in expreſs Words, 
Rom. xiii. 4, Now as we are a Proteſtant and a 
Free People, tis impoſſible this great End ſhould 
ever be anſwer'd if once the Scepter of theſe 
Kingdoms were put into a Popiſh Hand; for even 
tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe he had not been train'd 
up in all the deteſtable Maxims of a moſt oppreſ- 
tive Tyranny, and under the Influence and Ex- 
ample 
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ample of a Prince wḦ actually exerciſod it; yet, 
ſhould GOD for our Sins permit this for our 
Puniſhment, we know that ſuch a Rim, maugre 
his pretended Difpoſition to Clemency and Juſtice, 
would ſtand indiſpenſably oblig'd by all the Ties 
of his Religion to extirpate all Proteſtants with 
Fire and the Sword. . 

How great then is our Happineſs in having a 
Proteſtant King, who has nothing ſo much at 
Heart as the Good of our Nation, and who has 
given Proofs of his eminent Qualifications to ad- 
vance it, by his wiſe and equitable Government of 
another People, when nothing but Religion, and 
an Inclination to Humanity and Faſtice, oblig'd 
him to it; and how thankful ought we to be 
for GOD”s Goodneſs in placing him on the 
Throne of theſe Realms, and conducting him 
ſafely to us, as on this Day ! What a happy Pro- 
ſpe& does the Adminiſtration of a Prince, fo 
form'd to Reign, give us of having thoſe Laws 
which the Wiſdom of our Nation hath made for 
the Preſervation of our Liberties and Properties, 
of our Lives and Religion, effeQually ſecured to 
us? How juſtly does a King, ſo qualified to be 
G0 D' Vicegerent, deſerve our higheſt Honour 
and Regard ? How reaſonable is it, that a King 
who makes it his chiefeſt Glory to he GOD's Mi. 
niſter for our Good, who is indefatigable in his En- 
deavours to advance the Glory of his Kingdoms 
and' the Happineſs of his People, how reaſonable 
is it that he ſhould be reſpe&ed by all his Subjects, 
and treated with all that chearful Submiſſion, Love 
and Obedience, which is undoubtedly due toa King 
who is ſo remarkably the Gift of GOD? This is the 
firſt Ingredient of our Happineſs. Let 
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Let us now procęed to the Second Part of this 
Niſcourſe, and gonſid err, 
II. That iuch E Gift 15 a Token of GOD's Love 
to a People profeſſing bis Name, "Sy 
When the Queen of Sheba ſaw the Happineſs of 
the Jewiſb Nation, under the Adminiftration of a 
wiſe and juſt King, ſhe concluded that his Ad- 
Yancement to the Throne, was an Effect of GOD*s 
ſpecial Lowe to his peculiar People, that it was 
(a): becauſe GOD loved Iſrael: This was enough 
to make any Nation happy ; and therefore well 
might ſhe ſay to ſucha King, Happy are thy Men, and 
happy are theſe thy Servants, &c. | 

If it was a Mark of GOD's Love to Iſrael, that 
he gave them a King zealouſly affected to their 
Religion and Law, in the Preſervation of both 
which their Happineſs conſiſted ; we ought. un- 
doubredly to be very thankful to GOD for King 
GtoRGE's Acceſſian to the Britiſh Crown, and to ac- 
knowledge it a ſingular Toten of GOD's Love to this 
Charch and Nation ; for certainly never was King 
more zealoully affected to both, or more warm- 
Iy diſpoſed toadvance their Honour and Happineſs, 
His Majeſty's Zeal for the Honour of the Church 
of England, has already appear'd ſo viſibly, that 
we mult be ſomething worſe than Blind if we are 
not ſenſible, of it: The Honour he has done us by 
joining with. us in its Commpnion, by his conſtant 
devout Attendance on its Holy Offices, by his 
Readineſs to encourage and advance the ſeveral 
pious Deſigns, which have been ſet on Foot in 
former Reigns, for promoting its Intereſt and 
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(a) Verſe after the Text, 


Honour; by embracing all Opportunities to aſ- 
ſure us chat he ( will always ſupport and defend it, 
and make it his particular Care to encourage the Clergy; 
and by being ſo intent upon all this, as even 40 
anticipate our Defires, by generoully procurin 

from his faithful Commons, in Parkanment aſſembled, 
the Promiſe of an honourable Support and; comfor- 
table Maintenance for thoſe who are to perform Di- 
vine Service in the Fifty nem Churches; may ue- 
ry well paſs for a Demonſtration in the Caſe: 
And as this ought to convince us of his Majeſty's 


Affection to the Government, Doctrine and Wor- 
ſbip of the Church of England, in reſpect of which 


it is certaialy the beſt conſtituted Church in the 
World; ſo ought we likewiſe moſt gratefully to 
acknowledge and 'adore the abundant Lowe of 
GOD to this Church and Nation, in thus giving 
a happy SanQion to the Choice and Deſire of-a 
Free People, and the utmoſt Strength to thoſe wiſe 
and neceſſary Settlements of the Succeſſion in the 
Proteſtant Line, by which we enjoy the Bleſſing 
of his Majeſty's juſt and lawful Reign, and of 
ſeeing our Proteſtant Church ſecured from all Dan- 
ger under it: For in vain - wilt Rome and Hell 
combine to change its Worſhip, and corrupt its 
Doctrine, and in vain will all its Enemies unite 
their Counſels and Forces (if yet there be any Mad 
enough) to attempt to alter its Apoſtolical Go. 
ver ument; in vain, I ſay, mult theſe and all o- 
ther Enterprizes form'd againſt the Church of Eng- 
land be, as long as we have the Happineſs to fee 

(a) See His Majeſty's Anſwer to the Convocarion's Addreſs,” 
Aprit 3; And to the Cambridge and Oxford Addreſſes upon His 
Majeſty's Acceſſion, "IM 


it 
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it protected by a Proteſtant Prince, who makes 
it his particular Care, and his greateſt Glory, fo 
worthily to fill up the Character of Defender of 
i 0091 mene neu Vo, un 
Now, if after all this, there be any amongſt 
us who have ſo little Senſe of GOD's Lobe to this 
Church, as ungratefully to flight' the King whom 
He has given us for a viſible and moſt indearing 


Token of it; or fo little Regard to the Ho- 


nour of our Holy Church, as not to pay her pious 
Nurſing Father, all that dutiful Submiſſion and 
humble Obedience which She teaches all her 
Children to do for Conſcience ſale; let em do us 
the Juſtice to own, that they are not of the Church 
of England, which is very far from eountenan- 
cing any kind of Diſſoyalt); at leaſt, let us do our 
ſelves the Juſtice to renounce and diſown them; 


for they are Baſtards, and not Sons, and yet muſt 


expect to partake of a ſeverer Chaſtiſement than 
G0 ever inflicts on his own Children. 
His Majeſty's Affection to our Laws, and 
Zeal for the preſervation of the meſtimable-Pri- 
vileges which they ſecure us in the juſt poſſeſſion 
of, have appear'd but upon all Occaſions that have 
offer'd ſince his happy Arrival, 1 
We fee him daily employing all thoſe Great 
and Noble Endowments, wherewith GOD has 
been pleaſed to inrich his Royal Mind, for the 
Good of theſe Nations. His conſtant Preſence in 
Council, to conſult the beſt Methods of advancing 
our true Intereſt : His employing his Authority 


to encourage Religion and Vertue, and to diſ- 


countenance and puniſh all Vice, Profaneneſs and 
Immorality ; to ſuppreſs all Factions and _ 
| ions 
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ſions, and make Examples of the wicked Leaders 
and Abettors of them; and to ſecure his faithful 
Subjects in the quiet enjoy ment of their Liber- 
ties and Properties: His great Care and diligent 
Application to ea out the beſt Expedients for 
improving the Commerce, and increaſing the 
Strength and Riches of his Kingdoms; for diſ- 
covering approaching Evils, and taking the wiſeſt 
recautions for a timely prevention of them; and 
or eſtabliſhing the Publick Tranquility on ſure 
and laſting Foundations: And (to mention no 
more at preſent) his frequent appearing in Par- 
liament to give Sanction to ſuch good and whole- 
ſome Laws as are found neceſſary to promote 
theſe happy Ends: Theſe, I fay, are the viſible 
and unexceptionable Teftimonies of his Majeſty's 
Zeal for our Welfare; and may ſerve to ſhew 
us, that his Adminiſtration has hitherto anſwer- 
ed the early Aſſurances he was pleas'd to give 
of his firm Reſolution, that the eſtabliſhed Conſtitu- 
tion in Church and State ſhould be the Rule of his 
Government, as exactly as the Impreſſion on the 
Wax does to the Seal that made it. | 
Now ſince GOD has been graciouſly pleaſed 
to viſit us in the low Eſtate to which the Malice 
and Perfidiouſneſs of our Foreign and Domeſtick 
Enemies had brought us, by ſeaſonably giving 
us a' King ſo fit to ſucceed our late gracious 
Queen Azz, ſo worthy of the Throne ot our late 
glorious Deliverer King William, as a freſh proof 
of his Providential Care over a Nation that was 
very far from deſerving any ſuch Favour at his 
Hands; O! how ought we to expreſs our Gra- 


titude to our ſupreme Benefactor, for ſo Divine 


SG 2 


x Preſent, by our moſt ardent Prayers for the 
Health of our moſt Gracious Sovereign, and for 
the laſting Proſperity of his Government; hy con- 
tributing all that the chearful Obedience of a wil. 
ling People can to its Intereſt A Honour; and 
by never ceaſing to addreſs to the Throne of Di- 
vine Grace, for a Bleſſing on all the Rojal' Pro- 
geny, that we may never fail to have a Proteſtant 
Branch of that illuſtrious Race, ſtanding in the 
Gap, to ſave us from Popety, that worſe than E. 
GHptian Darkneſs, and from Arbitrary Power, that 
fatal Yoke ! Which neither we nor our Fathers 
have been able to bear? For certainly, ſuch a Gift 
is a Token of GOD's Love to this Church and Nati. 
on. This is the ſecond Ingredient of our Happineſs- 
We come now in the Third place to conſider, 
III. That ſuch a Gift is, not only a' Toten of 
GOD's Love to our Church and VNatio», but alſo 
a Pledge, whereby He is pleaſed to aſſure us of 
his gracious Deſign to eſtabliſh as for eder. 
The Queen of Sheba was fully convinced of 
this Truth in Mael's Caſe, when ſhe ſaid to King 
Solomon, Happy are thy Men; and explains her felt 
accordingly in the Perſe after the Text, becauſe 
thy GOD loved Iſrael, to eſtabliſh them for ever, 
therefore made he thee Ring over them, to do Judg- 
ment and Juſtice. | | 
If I thought it were neceſſary, after what has 
been already ſaid, to ſhew the Inclination and 
Readineſs of our moſt Gracious Sovereign, to do 
Judgment and Juſtice, I might mention the ſacred 
Regard he has always had to the Intereſt and 
Honour of the Nation, in his impartial Diſtri- 
bution of Rewards and Puniſhments; and your 
own Obſervation would eaſily furniſh Examples. 


He 
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He is as thoroughly convinc'd, as Solomon could 
be, that (2) the Throne is eftabliſhed by Riohteonſ- 
neſs, and therefore makes that the Meaſure of his 
Adminiſtration, as it becomes every Religious 
King to do. Tis not by*this alone, that we ſee 
how willing he is to corftribute all he can to the 


laſting Eſtabliſhment of the Happineſs GOD de- 


ſign'd us by his Advancement to the Throne of 
theſe Realms: We have, beſides this, ſeen him 
taking all ſuch other Meaſures as become a pru- 


dent Prince, in order to compaſs ſo deſirable an 
End; Witneſs his engaging in ſuch Alliances, and 
making ſuch conſiderable Additions to his Do- 
minions abroad, as will ſecure the Ballance of 
Power in Earope, and add ſuch Strength to the 
Proteſt ant Intereſt, as cannot fail, by the Bleſſing 
of GOD to put this Charch and Nation into, per- 
haps, a more flouriſhing Condition than they have 
ever known ſince the Reformation, that true Dawn 
of GREAT-BRITAIN's Glory and OS. 043 
Now could one imagine, after all this, that 
any one who calls himſelf a Brito» and a Prote- 
ſtant, ſhould refuſe to pay all that Love, Honour 
and Obedience, which, by all the Laws of Nature, 
Reaſon and Religion, are juſtly due, to a King 
who appears ſo viſibly zealous and active in pro- 
moting the /aſting Eſzabliſhment of our deareſt In- 
tereſts? Would one think it poſſible, that an 
amongſt us ſhould be ſo bewitch'd to a Poviſh 
Outlaw, who would think to merit Heaven by 
making us Victims to Superſtition and Idolatry, 
and would not fail, (were it once in his Power) 


— 


* 


— 


C to 


(4) Prov. xvi. 12. 
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to involve us in all the unſpeakable Calamities 
which are inſeperable from that Antichriſtian Ty- 
ranny, of his Bigotry to which he makes his 
chiefeſt Glory: I ſay, would one think it poſſi- 
ble, that any amongſt us ſhould, for the ſake of 
ſuch a vile Impoſtor, ſo far renounce all regards 
to their own Happineſs, as to ſpread ſuch ridi- 
culous and improbable Stories in his Favour, as 
his wicked Faction have calculated, to ſeduce the 
ignorant People from their Allegiance to our Law- 
ful and Rightful Sovereign King GEORGE? No- 
thing indeed but wilful Ignorance can make any 
Body give into thoſe factious Reports, ſince they 
need only to exerciſe their Senſes, in order to be 
convinc'd, that the Britiſh Throne was never 
filbd by a Prince more zcalouſly affected to the 
Church of England, or better diſpoſed and qualified 
to promote its Honour, and the Nation's Ha 
pineſs : But yet I mult take the liberty to ſay, 


that thoſe who are wicked enough to propagate 


{ſuch idle Tales (for they do not riſe up to the 
Character of canningly deviſed Fables) are no bet- 
ter than Reneg ado Britons, and Apoſtates from the 
Church of England, if ever ſhe had the Misfor- 
tune to receive ſuch Serpents into her Boſom: 
Nor is this all, for as the manifeſt Deſign of theſe 
Miſcreants, is to alienate the People's Minds from 
that dutiful Regard, and reſpe&ful Subjection 
to their Liege Lord, which our Church teaches, 
and our Laus command us to practice; and to 
draw *em gradually into Sedition, Stubbornneſs 
and Rebellion, as we have already ſeen in ſome 
unhappy Inſtances ; fo it will not fail to provoke 


GOD, ſooner or later, to pour out the bittereſt 


Vials 


lities 


at the CAM in Hide-Park. 19 


Vials of his Wrath upon their impious Heads. (a) 
For Rebellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft, and Stub- 
bornneſs is as Iniquity and Idolatry. 

Let- us earneſtly pray for the Converſion of 
theſe deluded Wretches, that they may return to 
their Duty and Happineſs, before the juſt Ven- 
geance of Heaven overtakes them, and ſhew the 
Fruits of their Amendment, by making thoſe 
Principles of Religion and Loyalty, which our Church 
ſo frequently inculcates from GOD's Holy Word, 
the Rule of their future Conduct, and by joyn- 
ing with us in the moſt hearty Praiſes to GOD 
for his abundant Love to this Church and Nation, 
in giving us ſo glorious a Pleage of his gracious 
Deſign to 21 as for ever: Which is the third 
Ingredient of our Happineſs. 

Having thus taken a diſtinct View of our Na- 
tion's Happineſs, under the wiſe and juſt Admini- 
ſtration of our Rightful and Lawful Sovereign 
King GeoxGE, by purſuing the Queen of Sheba's 
Idea in the Text; and ſufficiently ſhewn you, that 
it conſiſts of all the Ingredients of Iſraels Happi- 
neſs (mentioned in the Context) under King Solo- 
mon's Reign, which occaſion'd her to ſay, in a Rap- 
ture of Admiration, Happy are thy Men ! it remains 
only that we conſider in the fourth and laſt place. 

IV. That the Servants and Attendants of ſuch 
a King enjoy much greater ' Privileges, more va- 
luable Advantages, under his Adminiſtration, than 
it's poſſible they ſhould under any other. For, 
ſhe adds, and happy are theſe thy Servants, which 
ſtand continually before thee, and hear thy Wiſdom, 


— 


(a) 1 Sam. xv. 23. 
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; Altho? We cannot ſay, that all who have the 
Happineſs to be Servants to a wiſe and juſt King, 
do continually ſtand before him, that being the par- 
ticular Advantage of thoſe of the Houſhold, who 
are in daily Waiting ; yet they may all fairly be 
ſaid to hear his Wiſdom, how diſtant ſoever the 
Intervals of their Attendance may be ; and that's 
a happy Privilege which (as Sanctius obſerves oz 
the place) many, beſides the Queen of Shebs, have 
thought worth the while to Travel into remote 
Countries in order to enjoy ; not doubting to reap 
ſuch conſiderable Advantages by it, as would a- 
bundantly ballance the Expence of their Time 
and Wealth, and make amends for all the Fatigues 
and Hazarcs of their Journey. 

There is indeed no Privilege, nor any kind of 
Advantage, that Servants can reaſonably deſire, 
which they may not ſafely promiſe themſelves, 
when they have a wiſe and jaſt Prince for their 
Maſter, who, as he will always be ſenſible of 
their Fidelity, ſo will not fail to take pleaſure in 
rewarding it; whereas thoſe who have the Miſ- 
fortune to ſerve a Prince, who 1s a Stranger to 
the Vertues which compoſe that glorious Character, 


can have but little hopes of enjoying ſo great a 
Happineſs. 


How happy then are you, my Brethren, in 
having the Honour to be King GEORGE Atten- 
dants, than whom never did Prince more com- 
pleatly poſſeſs that Character His former happy 
Subjects were ſo ſenſible of it, that if their Pray- 
ers and Tears could have prevailed, we had ne- 
ver enjoyed the Bleſſing of his moſt auſpicious 
Reign: But I need not ſend you beyond the _ 
| r 
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for Conviction, when (as I have already ſhewa 
vou) we have ſo many evident Proofs nearer 
home, and amongſt em ſome, which, as they 
may be mentioned with particular Advantage to 
Men of your Profeſſion, I have purpoſely re- 
ſerv'd for this Part of my Diſcourſe : Not that I 
here intend to enter into a nice Detail of his Ma- 
jeſty's Heroic Vertues, which ought to indear him 
to all the Gentlemen of the Sword; they are ſuf- 
ficiently known, and ſufficiently fear'd by his E- 
nemies abroad, Hungary, Germany, Flanders and 
the Morea, have been Witneſſes of his Perſonal 
Courage and Conduct, and have long proclaim'd the 
Glory of his Arms: And we our ſelves have ſeen, 
that he is too great a Maſter of the Art of War, 
not to know how well they deſerve his Royal 
Favour, who have fignaliz'd their Zeal for their 
Country, by bravely ſuſtaining the glorious 
Toils of a late ſucceſsful War, in the juſt Defence 
of its Religion and Liberties; and that he is too 
wiſe and juſt a Prince to neglect ſo much Merit. 
This is too evident to be conteſted by any, 
who will reflect upon his Majeſty's early Care to 
reſtore that incomparable General, who has often 
led you on to Victory; and who had never loſt 
his Commiſſion, but tor his firm Adherence to the 
true Intereſts of this Charch and Nation, and for 
his abſolute Refuſal to comply with thoſe Ene- 
mies to both, who had concerted, by the groſ- 
ſeſt Violations of the Truſt their Prince had re- 
poſed in them, and by the baſeſt Proſtitution and 
Diſhonour of the Character wherewith her In- 
dulgence had veſted them, moſt groſly and ſcan- 
dalouſly to abuſe their Royal Miſtreſs, the Parlia- 
* 


men. 
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ment, and the whole Nation, and to draw em into 
deſtructive Meaſures of Peace, to the Diſhonour 
of the Kingdom, and apparent Danger of the Pro- 
teſt ant Succeſſion ; and conſider the Proviſion he has 
been pleaſed to make for the regular Preferment of 
the Half-Pay Officers; and the hearty Concern he 
has ſhown for your Spiritual as well as Temporal 
Welfare, in the admirable Injunctions of the late 
Conrt-Martial, whereby, as I am inform'd, all 
poſſible Care is taken to make you the Servants 
of GOD, as it's very fit all the King's Servants 
ſhould be. | 
And therefore permit me, my Brethren, to ex- 
hort and intreat you, as you value your own Hap- 
pineſs, and the Honour of your Profeſſion, and 
as you will one Day anſwer for your Neglect at 
GOD's juſt and awful Tribunal, to ſhow your 
Gratitude to GOD, your Concern for the Salvation 
of your precious and immortal Souls, your Teal 
for the Church of England, your Affection to the 
Intereſts of your dear Native Country, and your 
Fidelity to King GEORGE, who is under GOD 
their chief Sapport, by a chearful and exact Obe- 
dience to thoſe excellent Orders; that by your 
Conſtancy and Devotion in attending the Pablick 
Service of GOD, which is the Duty and Practice 
of every good Chriſtian ; by your careful a- 
voiding thoſe odious and inexcuſable Sins of pro- 
phane Curſing and Swearing, and taking GOD's Holy 
{\Vame in vain, Which are the higheſt Contempt 
of GOD's Authority, and a moſt impudent Af- 
front to his infinite Majeſty ; by your ſhunning all 
occalions of Drunkenneſs, and all kinds of Vice and 
Immorality, which otherwiſe will not fail to — 
poſe 


— 
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poſe you to the Wrath and Curſe of GOD; and 
by leading Sober, Righteous and Godly Lives, as it 
becomes Chriſtians and Servants of the beſt of 
Kings ; it may appear how much you have pro- 
fited by the glorious Example of your Royal Maſter, 
and under the influence of his pa Wiſdom ; and 


that whatever a Seditious and Rebellious Faction 
may fancy or ſay concerning you, you ate too 
good Chriſtians to be capable of Diflojalty, too 
ſenſible of your own Happineſs in being Servants 
to King GroxGE, too thoroughly convinc'd, that 
his Advancement to the Throne of theſe Realms, is 
a Token of GOD's Love to our Church and Nation, 
and a happy Pledge of our laſting Eſtabliſhment, e- 
ver to be guilty of any thing ſo unworthy of the 
Character of a Britiſh Soldier, as either to eat his 

Bread, and at the ſame time be under-hand givi 
into the annatural Rebellion, which the vile Re- 
tainers toa Popiſh Pretender have raiſed in his King 
doms; or not readily to hazard your Lives in 
the juſt Defence of his Rightſul and Lawfal Title, 
if ever he ſhould have occaſion to call you to it, 
I doubt not, my Brethren, but you are all in 
this Loyal Diſpoſition ; your dutiful and affectio- 
nate Reception of my frequent Exhortations to it, 
which I have obſerved with pleaſure, leave me 
no room to doubt: But however, ſince nothing 
will fo certainly convince a gain ſaying World, 
as your ſincere Practice of thoſe Vertues which 
the Goſpel enjoyns, and your Royal Maſter expects 
from you; give me leave to recommend it to 
you again, as what will advance the Honour of 
your Profeſſion, will afford you all that Serenity 
ot Mind, that Peace and Comfort in your own 
Breaſts, 
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Breaſts, which will ſoften the Toils of Life, and 
ſupport you under all the Trials and Afffictions 
to which you are expos'd in it; will raiſe you up 
to a level with the Angels, render you dear to 
the ALMIGHTY, make you worthy Inſtruments 
of Terror to Evil Doers, and recommend you to 
the Love, the Praiſe, the Imitation of all good 
Men; and will give juſt occaſion to all thoſe Who 
ſhall come from far to behold the Glories of King 
GroxGE's Reign, when they ſee him poſſeſs: (as 
he well deſerves to do) the Hearts of all his Peo. * 

le, and attended by faithful Guards, who give a 
bright Example of Piety and Loyalty tor their Fel- 
low- Subjects, to adore the infinite Wiſdom aud 
Goodneſs of the Divine Providence, itt. He 
him Ning over us, and to congratulate him upon 
our Happineſs, under his wije and juſt Admini- 
ee as the Queen of Sheba did King See 

n the Text, ſaying, Happy are thy Men, and happy 
are theſe thy Souter 2 ſtand comtinatlh 5 
thee, and hear thy Niſdom: Which GOD of his 
infinite Mercy grant, for the-Sake, and*rhrotgh ;: 
che Merits of his Son our Sevieur JESUSCHRIST. - - 
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" Jo whom, with the Father and thi Holy Ghoſt, *. 
| three Perſons, one eternal GOD, be render d and . 
Oo ſawdy/as is moſt due, all Honour, Glory, Domihr- 

1 on and Power, Praiſe, Majeſty, Adoration and'Thankf-” 

givivg, benceforth, World wit lot: end, Amen. 
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